
 

 

 

November 23rd, 2017 marks the completion of Habitat for 

Humanity Mid-Vancouver Island’s Meadow Hill 

Development with the Unit 5 and 6 Dedication Ceremony. 

Justin, Bianca and their children Nevaeh and Bristol are the 

new Habitat homeowners of Unit 6, a three bedroom home. 

Justin and Bianca have been paying high rent for an old 

house which has humidity issues causing mold, mildew and 

an infestation of silverfish throughout the house. The rental 

is cold as well, so running heaters and dehumidifiers creates 

a large hydro bill. The conditions inside the house cause 

health issues and frequent colds for both children. Moving 

into their new Habitat home will mean that Justin, Bianca 

and their children will live in a safe, healthy, affordable 

home. 

Pam and her daughter Kaitlyn are the new Habitat 

homeowners of Unit 5, a two bedroom, disability-accessible 

home. Special provisions and upgrades to the house were 

provided to allow Kaitlyn, who is in a power chair, to have 

independence to move around the house on her own. 

Habitat Mid-Vancouver Island is providing strength, 

stability and independence to Pam and Kaitlyn through 

affordable homeownership. 



 

On September 30th, members of the Rotary Club of Lantzville donated 

$5,000 and participated in a Habitat Build day at our Meadow Hill 

Development. Rotary Club  members, their families and friends were 

on the build site helping to construct the children’s playground, site 

cleaning and preparing a garage for a concrete floor. Many of the 

Rotary Club members also volunteered at our build site during the 

Carter Work Project in July. Thank you to all the members for taking 

on difficult tasks and being so productive while having FUN.

 

Habitat Board members and staff volunteered on October 6th at our 

Meadow Hill Development. From painting the exterior trim of Unit 5, 

to working on the children’s playground and site clean-up, everyone 

had a productive day volunteering. Thank you to everyone for many 

jobs well done! 

The pea gravel and fill for the playground was donated by Island 

Aggregates Ltd., and Graf 

Excavating Co. Ltd. donated 

their slinger truck to deliver it to 

the build site playground. This 

saved the volunteers from having 

to make hundreds of trips with a 

wheel barrel to move the pea 

gravel onto the playground floor. 

A HUGE thank you Island Aggregates and Graf Excavating! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

On October 24th, after many days of rain, the sun shone brightly for 

more than a dozen RBC staff participating in a Habitat Landscape Build 

day. With wheel barrels, shovels and rakes in hand, RBC staff levelled 

Unit 5 and 6 yards, planted trees, shrubs and perennials, and laid sod. 

The painting of Unit 5 and 6 exterior trim was also completed by some 

of the staff. In addition to all of the hard work by RBC staff throughout 

the day, RBC Foundation donated $10,000 towards the Landscape Build 

day. Thank you to everyone for your enthusiasm and efforts. You did an 

amazing job! 

For more information on how your company or organization can get 

involved in a Habitat Build Day, contact Sarah Pachkowsky, our 

Community Engagement Manager at 250.758.8078 for more information. 

 

A special thank you to Terminal Park Starbucks who has been 

donating coffee for all of our Build days, Chase River Country 

Grocer who donated beverages, fruit, veggies and snacks, and 

Panago Pizza (North end Nanaimo) who donated lunch for all of 

the volunteers! Thank you for your support! 

In October 2017, Windsor Plywood Foundation, 

held at Vancouver Foundation has continued 

their partnership with Habitat Mid-Vancouver 

Island with another grant for $10,000. The 

Windsor team presented our Executive Director, 

Rob Hallam (right) with the cheque. Thank you 

for your continued support in providing our 

future Habitat homeowners with decent, 

affordable homeownership!  
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Helping people, to improve living conditions for their 

family, and travelling the world to get to know it better, are 

things that are dear to our 

hearts. Since we have 

retired, we have made a 

point of supporting Habitat 

for Humanity, Global 

Village, as it allows us to be 

of service, and leave a 

tangible legacy, so others 

can improve the quality of their lives. 

Our first Global Village build was in Kauai and it inspired us 

to go again and again. Hawaiian homeowners worked with 

us every day and their 

gratitude was incredibly 

humbling. They thanked us 

for creating a better life for 

them. 

"I will be able to have my 

grandchildren come for a 

sleepover." I heard that same 

sentence in Hawaii and 

Portugal, from two, very 

different, but somewhat the 

same grandfathers. So 

inspiring! 

Since 2013, we have partaken 

in Global Village builds in Macedonia, Trinidad, Portugal 

(twice), Chile, Nepal, Poland, as well as two Canadian builds 

in PEI and Alberta. While volunteering on the builds, we 

have met many Canadians like us and made many new 

friends. 

Required skills!? Open mind and open heart. Willingness to 

help and to accept that, while you cannot change the world, 

you CAN improve someone's life. 

We have already booked our 

next Global Village build 

and will keep going, for as 

long as we can. 

A Habitat for Humanity trip 

is a charitable donation, and 

so is the airline ticket. Money back means that we can go on 

more trips; in Canada and around the World. 

 

Habitat for Humanity Canada’s support for the Global 

Village program impacted 1,404 families in Ethiopia, 

Cambodia, El Salvador, Honduras and Haiti in 2016. 

 

The Canadian Global Village teams bring invaluable support 

and enthusiasm to the communities they visit giving 

homeowners a real boost. More homes are built each year 

because of the donation Global Village teams make to the 

hosting Habitat affiliates. Global Village teams are composed 

of eight to twenty volunteers, and are led by one or two 

experienced volunteers who are trained and supported by 

the Global Village staff. 

If you have a sense of adventure, are in good health and 

willing to work hard, you can be part of a Global Village 

team. For more information on how you can volunteer, visit 

https://habitatglobalvillage.ca/about-global-village.php. 



 

 

“Becoming a future Habitat 

homeowner is a life-changing 

experience. We are at a loss of words 

for such an amazing opportunity. 

With our Habitat home, we will have 

security, stability, comfort and a safe 

place we can call home. We literally 

have won the lottery. We wished for 

our own home but to save up for a 

down payment is impossible with the 

expensive cost of rent and incredibly 

high hydro bills. It would have never been possible without 

partnering with Habitat for Humanity. We feel so blessed and 

want to thank everyone that was and is a part of our future 

home.” ~ Justin, Bianca and their children Nevaeh and Bristol  

“To be chosen for this house 

means my daughter, who has a 

neuromuscular disease called 

Friedreich’s Ataxia, can move 

around freely in her power chair. 

This house will let my daughter 

LIVE again and there are no words 

I can say on how very, very 

grateful I am for that,” said Pam. 

Kaitlyn also mentioned, “Having 

an accessible house to me was 

always a dream; I never imagined it to be possible. Being 

able to go and hang out in the living room, watch TV with 

my Mom, go out with friends without worrying about who 

will help me get downstairs, etc. I am beyond grateful. 

Thank you so much.” ~ Pam and her daughter Kaitlyn 

 
As we approach the 

end of the year, 

Habitat for Humanity 

Mid-Vancouver 

Island is also 

approaching the end 

of our largest building project to date, our Meadow Hill 

Development. 

We had originally anticipated completing this project in 

2018, but through the incredible efforts of our Board of 

Directors, staff, volunteers, VIU students and trades, we are 

completing the project much earlier.  The benefit of our early 

completion is that we will have all six families in their new 

homes for the 2017 Holiday Season.  What a wonderful start 

to the New Year – a new home; and for many of our families, 

new opportunities and new beginnings. 

One of the terrific by-products of this development that we 

had not fully realized in the planning stages, is the 

community that has been created.  We decided this summer 

to further enhance the notion of community by building a 

playground.  There are 16 children amongst the 6 homes at 

Meadow Hill, so a playground seemed to be a natural 

gathering place for the families.    

The rewards for all of us engaged in this project, no matter 

what our involvement, are the smiles on the faces of the 

children as they see for the first time their very own 

bedroom in their new home.  Added to that is the gratitude 

of the adults as they have a safe place for their children to 

play, no mold issues, no drafty windows with resulting high 

hydro bills, etc. 

Through Habitat homeownership, our Habitat families are 

able to realize the dream of having their own home and the 

stability and well-being it provides for their family. 

We celebrate the achievement of this development, and most 

importantly, the many, many hands that have contributed to 

its completion.  This development has inspired us with new 

ideas of how we might better serve the needs of our 

community with affordable housing.  We look forward to 

2018 and exciting, new building projects for our local 

Habitat.  Thanks to everyone that has contributed to the 

successful completion of this project! ~ Rob Hallam  


