
 Location: Central America, bordered by 

Honduras to the north, the Caribbean to the 

east, Costa Rica to the south, and the Pacific 

Ocean to the west. 

 Capital: Managua. 

 Population: 6.1 million. 

 Nicaragua has one of the highest housing 

deficits in South America. 

 40.5% of the population live below the 

poverty line. 

 Protests began April 18, 2018. 

 Instigators: President Daniel Ortega, Vice-

President Rosario Murillo, paramilitary, 

police, pro-Ortega groups. 

 Violence: At least 146 protestors and 

journalists have been killed, with many 

more injured and unaccounted for. The 

number is expected to continue to rise. 

 

This spring, a group of seven staff, volunteers, and 

board members from Habitat Mid-Vancouver Island 

and Habitat Vancouver Island North headed to 

Nicaragua in April where they helped build a home 

for a local family in need. 

The build was organized as part of Habitat 

Canada’s Global Village program, which Habitat 

Mid-Vancouver donated $10,000 to last year.  

On April 18th, 2018 protests began after President 

Ortega tried to enact social security reforms in the 

country which would see increased taxes along with 

decreases in old-age pensions.  

Though Ortega cancelled the reforms after five days 

of protest, the unrest continued as protestors called 

for Ortega’s resignation, pointing to over a decade 

of the leader’s undemocratic and increasingly 

repressive rule. 

  
“...demonstrations against the 

Ortega regime, largely led by 

students, started in Managua 

and quickly spread to cities 

across the country. The 

government’s reaction was 

swift, and in the first few 

days dozens were killed by 

police and paramilitary forces 

using live rounds of 

ammunition.” 

Margarita Herdocia, Nicaragua Is Heading Down 

the Same Dark Path as Venezuela. TIME Magazine. 



This May, Amnesty International undertook a 

mission in Nicaragua to research allegations of 

serious human rights violations. In their published 

report, they condemn the actions of the Government, 

and conclude that the “...government's response has 

been fundamentally unlawful and beset with serious 

human rights violations and even crimes under 

international law.” 

What’s more, the report found that the government’s 

response, which resulted in “an alarming number of 

fatalities and serious injuries,  

...was intended to punish dissenting 

voices, discourage further public 

criticism and cover up human rights 

violations and crimes under 

international law” 

Similar findings have come from the United Nations, 

Human Rights Watch, the European Union, the Inter-

American Commission on Human Rights, and more.  

"We are appalled by the security 

forces’ response. Violence can never 

be the answer to people’s social and 

political demands, it can only pave 

the way for further violence, leading 

to social and political unrest."  

~ Press release by UN Special Rapporteurs, April 2018 

 

As a result of the strife, Habitat Nicaragua, who 

normally rely on the participation of international 

teams through Habitat for Humanity’s Global 

Village program, are experiencing a period of 

inaction, as international volunteers are unable to 

enter the country. 

As the Habitat for Humanity affiliate in 

Nicaragua has been unable to continue its 

valued service to the Nicaraguan people, we 

want to ensure that they are able to bounce 

back as quickly as possible once stability 

returns to the region.  

The upcoming benefit fundraiser hopes to raise 

enough money to fund a build so that Habitat 

Nicaragua can see that a deserving family in 

need is placed in a home as soon as possible.  

For more information, contact Sarah Pachkowsky at 

250 758 8078 or s.pachkowsky@habitatmvi.org. 

Report: Shoot to Kill authored by Amnesty International.  


